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PRCs: Goals 
To increase the UK’s capacity to deliver late phase 
commercial contract research  

 To improve the speed and consistency with which commercial 
research is delivered in the NHS 

 To enable significant opportunities for patients to benefit from 
early access to innovation 

 To provide a test bed for future innovation and process design to 
improve efficiency  
To attract further investment from the Life Sciences Industry and  
enable growth 
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PRCs: Capacity 

• Dedicated to commercial  research 
• Five throughout England 
• £1.3 million per PRC  
• Dedicated staff, space and access to 

NHS support services 
• Access to research active NHS clinicians 
• Excellent time and target track record 
• Regional reach across multiple sites 
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PRCs: Locations 

PRC: BLACKPOOL  
Blackpool Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation  

PRC: EXETER  
Royal Devon and Exeter NHS Foundation 

Trust 

PRC: NEWCASTLE 
The Newcastle upon Tyne Hospitals NHS Foundation 
Trust 

PRC: BRADFORD  
Bradford Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation 
Trust 

PRC: LEICESTER  
University Hospitals of Leicester NHS Trust 
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Consistent research delivery  

Streamlined study set-up 

Faster feasibility, costing and contracting  

Excellent communication  

Personalised patient experience  

Making it quicker and easier to deliver commercial  
research at pace and scale in the NHS 

PRCs: Franchise -like  model 
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PRCs: Recruitment engines 

Regional reach: Enable access to local populations in 
primary, secondary care and the wider local health 
sector for recruitment into studies,  including 
identification from existing NHS data.  

Community - Self-managed conditions eg: Register   
Primary care - General practice eg: PIC 
model 
Secondary care - Specialist clinics eg: EPR 
searches 
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COPD, ASTHMA 

Diabetes 

Vaccines eg: COVID-19 

PRCs: Multi-modality recruitment 
 

 

Social media 

AHPs 

Pharmacy 

Local 
radio  

 

General 
Practice 

Themed campaigns:  
Health priorities eg:  

Local 
media 
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PRCs: Company experience 

• Dedicated staff, space and resource 
• 100% focus on commercial research 
• Commercial expertise and experience 
• Secure document storage 
• Study monitoring space 
• Free refreshments and parking 
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BRADFORD HAS A HIGH INCIDENCE OF CHRONIC 
DISEASES 
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WHY IS THE PRC SO IMPORTANT FOR 
BRADFORD? 

Leading the world in cutting edge technology 
 
Bring Research to the population which needs it the most 
 
Early access to novel therapies 
 
Engage wider communities in research 
 
Research active Organisation's provide better care for  
their patients 
 
Kudos and research reputation – one of only five PRCs – ‘trailblaze’ 
 
Enhance collaboration and partnership across the district/ ICS –  
‘Research as One’ as PRC working with  
primary care and other healthcare organisations. 
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PATIENT GET TO EXPERIENCE NEW TREATMENTS 
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KEY INDUSTRY PARTNERS 

1. NOVARTIS 
 

2. GSK 
 

3. ASTRA ZENECA 
 

4. BAYER 
 

5. CHIESI 
 

6. PFIZER 
 

7. BOEHRINGER –INGELHEIM 
 

8. ROCHE 
 

9. GENENTECH 
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Patient Recruitment Centre: 
Bradford 

• Based at the Bradford Institute for 
Health Research, BRI 

• Proven track record of delivering 
commercial research 

• Dedicated facilities  (clinical 
research facility) and staffing 

• Played key role in delivering 
COVID-19 vaccine trial and other 
studies underway 

 



www.nihr.ac.uk/prcs  

PRCs: Novavax COVID19 vaccine trial 
September 2020 - World’s first participants for Novavax phase 3 Covid-19 
BRADFORD RECRUITED 726 SUBJCTS , 3RD HIGHEST RECRUITER  
 

10 
DAYS 
SET-UP 

5  
DAYS 
FIRST 
PATIENT 

1900  
PARTICIPANTS 
RECRUITED 
PRC: Bradford 
PRC: Exeter 
PRC: Blackpool 
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BRADFORD PLAYED ITS PART 
One of 26 UK Novavax trial 
Sites 
3rd Highest recruiter in UK 
Recruited 726 participants 
Largest phase 3 trial in UK 
15,226 participants 
7% BAME Recruits 

19 
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GILEAD OUTPATIENT REMDESIVIR STUDY 

1 OF 2 PRC’S to run the study 
 
1st Recruit in the UK 
 
Led By Brad Wilson in ED 
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DAPA MI ASTRA ZENECA STUDY 
Cardiology Heart Failure Study 
 
Led by Dr Steve Lindsay 
 
One of 4 PRC Sites and The Lead  
PRC 
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CONNECTED SYMBICORT ILS 
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WHATS THE FUTURE LOOKING LIKE 

Deliver Studies on Large scale and speed 
 
Cross cutting to address multi morbidity 
 
Cross cutting across primary care : Act as One 
 
Taking research to the population 
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HOWEVER…… WE HAVE CHALLENGES 
STRENGTH                              WEAKNESS 
 
RESPIRATORY     ONCOLOGY & HAEMATOLOGY 
OPHTALMOLOGY     CHILDREN & WOMANS 
CARDIOLOGY     PAEDIATRICS 
DERMATOLOGY     UROLOGY 
       RHEUMATOLOGY 
       NEUROLOGY   
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KEY CONTACTS PRC BRADFORD 
Prof Dinesh Saralaya (PRC Director) dinesh.saralaya@bthft.nhs.uk 
 
Dr Tracy Watson (Director of Research Operations) tracy.watson@bthft.nhs.uk 
 
Karen Regan (PRC Clinical Manager) karen.regan@bthft.nhs.uk 
 
Jane Dennison (Research Support &Governance Manager) 
jane.dennison@bthft.nhs.uk 
 
Anjum Rajput (Research Finance Manager) anjum.rajput@bthft.nhs.uk 
 
General: PRC.bradford@bthft.nhs.uk 
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